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Summary of The press releases highlighted the major achievements of the project: the selection of resilient

Deliverable D2.15 | sea fennel ecotypes tolerant to drought and salinity; the development of sustainable organic
- Press Release at | cultivation protocols; the creation of innovative value-added foods; the valorization of by-products
Project End into nutraceuticals and soil amendments; and the assessment of environmental, economic, and
social impacts. Together, these results positioned sea fennel as a symbol of resilience, circularity,
and innovation for Mediterranean farming systems.

The campaign emphasized the strength of the international consortium, coordinated by UNIVPM
and including partners from ltaly, Croatia, France, Tunisia, and Tlrkiye. Media coverage followed
quickly, with articles appearing in outlets such as ANSA, Il Resto del Carlino, Adriaeco,
CentroPagina, and numerous online platforms in Italy; UNIST and IACKR websites in Croatia;
INRGREF in Tunisia; and more than 100 news portals in Ttrkiye. This wide reach amplified the
project’s impact far beyond academic circles.

Beyond reporting achievements, the press releases offered a forward-looking message:
SEAFENNEL4MED leaves behind knowledge, practices, and collaborations that will continue to
benefit Mediterranean communities, farmers, and industries. The crop has now entered the public
narrative as both a cultural and scientific asset, with potential to contribute to the EU’s zero-
pollution strategy and to strengthen rural economies under climate stress.




The PRIMA programme is an Art. 185 i xa

under Worson 2020, he Furopsan St @

Union’s Framework Programme for

5 IN THE MEDITERRANEAMN AREA Research and Innovatioﬁ’ ?;:nor%ei?sn[cn
SEA FENNEL
FOR MED

Versioning and Contribution History
Version Date Modified by Modification reason
v1.0 27/03/2025 Deborah Pacetti First version
v1.0 18/07/2025 Deborah Pacetti Final version
Table of Contents
Versioning and Contribution History 2
1.Text for press releases drafted by the project coordinator 2
ltalian version 2
English version 3
Croatian version 4
French version 4
Turkish version 5

1. TEXT FOR PRESS RELEASES DRAFTED BY THE PROJECT

COORDINATOR

Italian version

COMUNICATO STAMPA

SEAFENNEL4MED: Un Nuovo Futuro per I'Agricoltura Mediterranea Parte dal Finocchio Marino

Concluso con Successo il Progetto Internazionale Coordinato dallUNIVPM

Dopo 36 mesi di intensa ricerca e cooperazione euromediterranea, si € concluso con successo SEAFENNEL4MED, il
progetto dedicato allo sviluppo di sistemi di coltivazione biologici e sostenibili del finocchio marino (Crithmum maritimum L.),
una pianta antica e resiliente, oggi al centro di strategie innovative per affrontare le sfide ambientali e climatiche del
Mediterraneo.

Finanziato con 964.600 euro nell'ambito della call PRIMA 2021, SEAFENNEL4MED ha messo a punto modelli colturali
all'avanguardia per rafforzare agrobiodiversita, redditivita agricola, circolarita e adattamento ai cambiamenti climatici nelle
piccole aziende agricole del bacino mediterraneo.

Un Consorzio Internazionale per I'lnnovazione Sostenibile

II progetto e stato coordinato dall'Universita Politecnica delle Marche (UNIVPM), in collaborazione con un consorzio di
eccellenze scientifiche e operative:

CREA - Alimenti e Nutrizione (ltalia)

Universita di Spalato e Istituto per le Colture Adriatiche (Croazia)

Université de Bretagne Occidentale (Francia)

INRGREF - Institut National de Recherche en Génie Rural, Eaux et Foréts (Tunisia)

Universita di Ege (Turchia)
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Rinci Srl — azienda agricola italiana pioniera nella coltivazione del finocchio marino

| Risultati Chiave del Progetto

Ecotipi Resilienti: selezionati ecotipi di finocchio marino ad alta tolleranza a siccita e salinita, perfettamente adattati ai contesti
mediterranei.

Coltivazione Biologica Innovativa: sviluppati sistemi colturali sostenibili che aumentano la produttivita riducendo I'impatto
ambientale.

Prodotti a Valore Aggiunto: realizzati alimenti innovativi a base di finocchio marino biologico, in linea con la crescente
domanda di prodotti sani e naturali.

Economia Circolare in Campo: valorizzati sottoprodotti della coltura per usi nutraceutici e come ammendanti agricoli.
Impatto Misurato: valutati i benefici economici, sociali € ambientali con ricadute dirette sulla sostenibilita delle filiere.
Comunicazione e Reti: ampia diffusione dei risultati a livello locale e internazionale, coinvolgendo agricoltori, ricercatori,
imprese e decisori politici.

Uno Sguardo al Futuro
SEAFENNEL4MED lascia in eredita un patrimonio di conoscenze, soluzioni e collaborazioni capaci di trasformare il finocchio
marino in simbolo di resilienza e innovazione agroecologica mediterranea. Il progetto ha contribuito concretamente alla

strategia europea per Iinquinamento zero” e offre nuove opportunita per rafforzare il reddito e la stabilita produttiva degli
agricoltori in aree soggette a stress climatico.

English version

PRESS RELEASE
SEAFENNEL4MED: A New Future for Mediterranean Agriculture Begins with Sea Fennel

Successful Completion of the International Project Coordinated by UNIVPM

After 36 months of intensive research and Euro-Mediterranean cooperation, SEAFENNEL4MED has concluded successfully.
The project focused on the development of organic and sustainable cultivation systems for sea fennel (Crithmum maritimum
L.), an ancient and resilient plant now at the center of innovative strategies to tackle environmental and climate challenges
in the Mediterranean.

Funded with €964,600 under the PRIMA 2021 call, SEAFENNEL4MED developed cutting-edge cultivation models to
enhance agrobiodiversity, agricultural profitability, circularity, and climate change adaptation in small farms across the
Mediterranean basin.

An International Consortium for Sustainable Innovation

The project was coordinated by the Marche Polytechnic University (UNIVPM), in collaboration with a consortium of scientific
and operational excellence:

CREA - Food and Nutrition Research Centre (ltaly)

University of Split and the Institute for Adriatic Crops (Croatia)

Université de Bretagne Occidentale (France)

INRGREF - National Research Institute for Rural Engineering, Water and Forests (Tunisia)

Ege University (Turkiye)

Rinci Srl - an Italian farm pioneering sea fennel cultivation

Key Project Outcomes

Resilient Ecotypes: Selection of sea fennel ecotypes with high tolerance to drought and salinity, ideally suited for
Mediterranean environments.

Innovative Organic Cultivation: Development of sustainable farming systems that boost productivity while reducing
environmental impact.

Value-Added Products: Creation of innovative organic sea fennel-based food products, aligning with growing consumer
demand for healthy and natural foods.

Field-Scale Circular Economy: Valorization of crop by-products for nutraceutical uses and as agricultural soil amendments.
Measured Impact: Assessment of economic, social, and environmental benefits with direct implications for supply chain
sustainability.
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Communication and Networking: Wide dissemination of results at both local and international levels, engaging farmers,
researchers, businesses, and policymakers.

Looking Ahead

SEAFENNEL4MED leaves behind a valuable legacy of knowledge, solutions, and collaborations, positioning sea fennel as
a symbol of Mediterranean agroecological resilience and innovation. The project has made a tangible contribution to the
EU’s zero pollution strategy, offering new opportunities to strengthen the income and production stability of farmers in climate-
stressed areas.

Croatian version
MEDIJSKA OBJAVA
SEAFENNEL4MED: Buduénost mediteranske poljoprivrede po€inje s petrovcom

Uspjesan zavrSetak PRIMA medunarodnog projekta

Nakon 36 mjeseci intenzivnog istrazivanja i euro-mediteranske suradnje, SEAFENNEL4MED projekt uspje$no je zavrsen.
Projekt se fokusirao na razvoj organskih i odrzivih sustava uzgoja petrovca (Crithmum maritimum L.), samonikle i otporne
bilike koja je postala srediSte razvoja inovativnih strategija za suo€avanje s ekolodkim i klimatskim izazovima Mediterana.
Financiran s 964.600 € prema PRIMA 2021 pozivu, SEAFENNEL4MED je razvio napredne uzgojne modele za poboljSanje
agrobiodiverziteta, poljoprivredne profitabilnosti, cirkularnosti i prilagodbe klimatskim promjenama uzgajivadima petrovca
diljiem mediteranske regije.

Medunarodni konzorcij za odrzivu inovaciju

Projekt je koordiniralo Politehnicko sveuciliste u Marcheu (UNIVPM), u suradnji s konzorciiem znanstvene i operativne
izvrsnosti:

Centar za istrazivanje hrane i prehrane (CREA,; ltalija),

Sveuciliste u Splitu (UNIST) i Institut za jadranske kulture (IACKR) (Hrvatska)

Sveuciliste u Brestu (UNIBO, Francuska)

Nacionalni istraZivacki institut za ruralno inZenjerstvo, vodu i Sume (INRGREF, Tunis)

Sveuciliste u Izmiru (UNIEGE, Turska)

tvrtka Rinci Srl - talijanski proizvodac koji je pionir u uzgoju petrovca.

Kljucni rezultati projekta

Otporniji ekotipovi: Selekcija ekotipova petrovca s visokom tolerancijom na suSu i slanost, idealno prilagodenih
mediteranskom podneblju.

Inovativni ekolo3ki uzgoj: Razvoj odrZivih sustava uzgoja koji povecavaju produktivnost uz smanjen utjecaj na okolis.
Proizvodi s dodanom vrijedno$cu: Stvaranje inovativnih ekoloskih prehrambenih proizvoda na bazi petrovca, u skladu s
rastuéim potraZznjom potro3aca za zdravom i prirodnom hranom.

Poljoprivredna kruZna ekonomija: Valorizacija nusproizvoda uzgoja za nutraceutske svrhe te kao gnojiva.

Mijereni utjecaj: Procjena ekonomskih, drustvenih i ekoloSkih koristi s izravnim posljedicama na odrZivost opskrbnog lanca.
Komunikacija i umrezavanje: Siroka diseminacija rezultata na lokalnoj i medunarodnoj razini, ukljudujuéi poljoprivrednike,
istraZivace, poduzetnike i kreatore zakonske regulative.

Pogled u buduénost

Projekt SEAFENNEL4MED po svom zavrSetku ostavlja dragocjeno nasliede znanja, rieSenja i suradnji, pozicioniraju¢i
petrovac kao simbol mediteranske agroekoloSke otpornosti i inovacija. Projekt je dao zna€ajan doprinos strategiji EU-a u
podru¢ju osiguravanja nultog oneciS¢enja, nudeci nove moguénosti za povecanje prihoda i osiguravanje stabilnosti
proizvodnje uzgajivaca u podrucjima pogodenim klimatskim promjenama.

French Version
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COMMUNIQUE DE PRESSE
SEAFENNEL4MED : Un nouvel avenir pour I'agriculture méditerranéenne commence avec la criste marine

Achévement réussi du projet international coordonné par 'UNIVPM

Aprés 36 mois de recherche intensive et de coopération euro-méditerranéenne, SEAFENNEL4MED s'est achevé avec
succeés. Le projet s'est concentré sur le développement de systémes de culture biologiques et durables pour la criste marine
(Crithmum maritimum L.), une plante ancienne et résistante qui se trouve désormais au centre de stratégies innovantes pour
relever les défis environnementaux et climatiques en Méditerranée.

Financé a hauteur de 964 600 euros dans le cadre de I'appel PRIMA 2021, SEAFENNEL4MED a développé des modéles
de culture de pointe pour améliorer I'agrobiodiversité, la rentabilité agricole, la circularité et 'adaptation au changement
climatique dans les petites exploitations agricoles du bassin méditerranéen.

Un consortium international pour l'innovation durable

Le projet a été coordonné par I'Université Polytechnique des Marches (UNIVPM), en collaboration avec un consortium
d'excellence scientifique et opérationnelle :

CREA - Centre de Recherche sur I'Alimentation et la Nutrition (Italie)

Université de Split et Institut des Cultures Adriatiques (Croatie)

Université de Bretagne Occidentale (France)

INRGREF - Institut National de Recherches en Génie Rural, Eaux et Foréts (Tunisie)

Université d'Ege (Turquie)

Rinci Srl - une exploitation agricole italienne pionniere dans la culture de la criste marine.

Principaux résultats du projet

Ecotypes résistants : Sélection d'écotypes de criste marine présentant une grande tolérance a la sécheresse et 4 la salinité,
idéalement adaptés aux environnements méditerranéens.

Culture biologique innovante : Développement de systémes agricoles durables qui augmentent la productivité tout en
réduisant l'impact sur I'environnement.

Produits a valeur ajoutée : Création de produits alimentaires biologiques innovants a base de criste marine, répondant a la
demande croissante des consommateurs pour des aliments sains et naturels.

Economie circulaire & 'échelle du champ : Valorisation des sous-produits de la culture & des fins nutraceutiques et en tant
qu'amendements agricoles.

Impact mesuré : Evaluation des avantages économiques, sociaux et environnementaux ayant une incidence directe sur la
durabilité de la chaine d'approvisionnement.

Communication et mise en réseau : Large diffusion des résultats aux niveaux local et international, impliquant les
agriculteurs, les chercheurs, les entreprises et les décideurs politiques.

Perspectives d'avenir

SEAFENNEL4MED laisse derriere lui un précieux héritage de connaissances, de solutions et de collaborations, faisant de
la criste marine un symbole de la résilience et de I'innovation agroécologiques méditerranéennes. Le projet a apporté une

contribution tangible a la stratégie de pollution zéro de I'UE, offrant de nouvelles opportunités pour renforcer les revenus et
la stabilité de la production des agriculteurs dans les zones de stress climatique.

Turkish Version

SEAFENNEL4MED: Akdeniz Tarimi igin Yeni Bir Gelecek Kaya Korugu ile Bagliyor

Ege Universitesinin ortagl oldugu konsorsiyum tarafindan yiiriitilen uluslararasi proje bagariyla tamamlandi. Ege
Universitesi Ziraat Fakiiltesi Tarim Ekonomisi Boliimii Ogretim Uyesi Dog. Dr. Ozlem Karahan Uysal'in yiiriitiiciligiinde
PRIMA CALL SECTION-2 2021 gagrisi kapsaminda desteklenmeye hak kazanan “Akdeniz deki Kiigik Tarim gletmelerinde
Tanimsal Biyogesitliligi, Karligi, Donglselligi ve iklim Degisikliklerine Direnci Artirmak igin Yenilikgi Siirdiirtilebilir Organik
Deniz Rezenesi Tabanl Tarimsal Uretim Sistemleri” (SEAFENNEL4MED) isimli proje basariyla tamamlandi.

Yogun arastirma ve Avrupa-Akdeniz igbirliginin ardindan 36 aylik bir stirenin sonunda SEAFENNEL4MED projesinin
basariyla sonuglandigini ifade eden Dog. Dr. Ozlem Karahan Uysal, “Proje, Akdeniz’de gevre ve iklim sorunlarinin
ustesinden gelmek igin yenilikgi stratejilerin merkezindeki eski ve direngli bir bitki olan kaya korugu (Crithmum maritimum
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L.) icin organik ve sirdurtilebilir yetistirme sistemlerinin gelistirimesine odaklandi. PRIMA 2021 ¢agrisi kapsaminda
desteklenen SEAFENNEL4MED, Akdeniz havzasindaki kiguk ciftliklerde agrobiyolojik gesitliligi, tarimsal karliligi,
donguselligi ve iklim degisikligine uyumu artirmak igin surdtrulebilir yetistirme modelleri gelistirdi” diye konustu.

Proje sonucunda nitelikli giktilar elde edildi

Projenin temel ¢iktilarindan bahseden Dog. Dr. Ozlem Karahan Uysal, “Kuraklik ve tuzluluga kars! yiksek toleransa sahip,
Akdeniz’in ekolojik kosullari igin ideal olan kaya korugu ekotiplerinin segimi yapilarak adaptasyon yetenegi yiksek ekotipler
saptandi. Yenilikci organik yetistiricilik ilkeleri dogrultusunda, cevresel etkiyi azaltirken verimliligi artiran strdrdlebilir tarim
sistemlerinin gelistiriimesine katki saglandi. Saglikli ve dogal gidalara yonelik artan tiiketici talebine uygun olarak yenilikgi
organik kaya korugu bazli katma dederli gida trtinleri gelistirildi. Dongisel ekonomi uygulamasi gergevesinde, bitkisel yan
urtinlerin nutrasotiklerin dretimi ve tarim topraklarinin iyilestiriimesi amaciyla kullanim olanaklari degerlendirildi. Tedarik
zincirinin strdirdlebilirigi icin dogrudan etkileri olan ekonomik, sosyal ve gevresel faydalar degerlendirildi.

Sonuglarin hem yerel hem de uluslararasi diizeyde yayginlastirimasi, giftgilerin, aragtirmacilarin, isleyici firmalarin ve politika
yapicilarin katiliminin saglanmasina yonelik iletisim aglari olusturuldu. SEAFENNEL4MED ardinda bilgi, ¢6z{im ve is birligi
agisindan zengin bir miras birakarak, kaya korugunu Akdeniz'in agroekolojik dayanikliliginin ve yenilikiliginin bir sembold
olarak konumlandirmigtir. Proje, Avrupa Birligi'nin sifir kirlilik stratejisine somut bir katkida bulunmus ve iklim baskisi altindaki
bélgelerdeki ciftgilerin gelir ve liretim istikrarini giiglendirmek icin yeni firsatlar sunmustur” dedi.

Siirdirilebilir inovasyon igin uluslararasi bir konsorsiyum

Proje, Marche Politeknik Universitesi (UNIVPM) tarafindan, CREA - Gida ve Beslenme Aragtirma Merkezi (italya), Split
Universitesi ve Adriyatik Bitkileri Enstitiisti (Hirvatistan), Bati Britanya Universitesi (Fransa), INRGREF - Kirsal Miihendislik,
Su ve Ormanlar Ulusal Aragtirma Enstitlisti (Tunus), kaya korugu yetistiriciligine oncillik eden bir tarim isletmesi olan Rinci
(italya) ve Ege Universitesinin de icinde yer aldigi Bilimsel ve Operasyonel Milkemmeliyet Konsorsiyumu ile igbirligi iginde
koordine edildi.

Turkiye'de Ege Universitesi Ziraat Fakiltesi Tarim Ekonomisi BollimU ogretim Gyesi Dog. Dr. Ozlem Karahan Uysal
liderliginde yiiriitiilen ve PRIMA Programi kapsaminda TUBITAK tarafindan fonlanan projede; Ege Universitesi Ziraat
Fakiiltesi, Mihendislik Fakiiltesi ve Fen Fakiltesi ile Tarim Ekonomisi, Tarla Bitkileri, Gida Miihendisligi, Biyom(ihendislik
ve Biyoloji Bollimlerinden dokuz &gretim Uyesi gorev aldi.
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